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INTHB<?LAIMS; 

1 . (Currently amended) A spinal instrument assembly, comprising: 

a guide sleeve housing including a proximal portion and a distal portion, said proximal 
portion including an inner wall defining a proximal chamber, said housing further including a 
first working channel port and a second working channel port extending through said distal 
portion and extending distallv firom and forming an extension of in oonmiunioation with on e 
another ond in oonmiunioation with said proximal chamber, wherein said first and second 
working channel ports are in communication with one another through said distal portion to 
together form an oval shaped working channel port through said distal portio n tog e th e r form a 
substantially ovqI oroop s e otionol shape ; and 

a central distractor in said chamber of said guide sleeve housing, said central distractor 
including a distractor tip movably positionable between said first and second working channel 
ports, said distractor tip including upper and lower distraction surfaces defining a distraction 
height therebetween to maintain distraction of a spinal disc space. 

2. (Original) The instrument assembly of claim 1, wherein said proximal chamber is sized to 
receive a distal end of a guide sleeve. 

3. (Original) The instrument assembly of claim 1, wherein said tip of said central distractor is 
centrally located in said housing. 

4. (Original) The instrument assembly of claim 1, wherein said central distractor is rotatable 
firom a reduced height configuration whereby said upper and lower distraction surfaces are 
oriented away fix>m vertebral endplates of a spinal disc space to a distraction configuration 
whereby said upper and lower distraction surfaces are oriented toward vertebral endplates of the 
spinal disc space. 
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5, (Currently amended) The instrument assembly of claim 1, further comprising a housing 
inserter including a distal engaging portion and a handle extending pro ximallv from said distal 
engaging portion and w herein said guide sleeve housing is removably engageable to said distal 
engaging tx)rtion of said housing inserter. Q housing insert e r. 

6. (Currently amended) The instrument assembly of claim 5, wherein said central distractor 
includes a shaft extending proxiniially from said distractor tip. 

Claim 7 (Cancelled) 

8. (Ciurently amended) The instrument assembly of claim 6> wherein said housing inserter 
includes a passageway opening at a proximal end of said handle and at a distallv oriented face of 
said engaging portion, and o laim 5, wherein said shaft of said central distrac tor is sized for 
receipt in said passageway so that said housing inserter and said guide sleeve housing are 
pooitionabl e ov e r a proximal ond of a shaft of said oentml diotmotor and m ovable along said shaft 
toward said distractor tin t horoalong t o position said guide sleeve housing in said operative 
position. 

9. (Cunently amended) The instrument assembly of claim 1, wherein said proximal portion of 
said giiide sleeve housing innor wall defines a groove formed in said inner wall that de fines said . 
proximal chamber.t hefejftr 

.10. (Currently amended) The instrument assembly of claim 9, wherein said central distractor 
includes a housing engaging portion with a finger received in a receptacle, said finger being 
movable firom a location in said receptacle to a location projecting from sai d receptacle to 
removably engage h aving an aotuatablo fing e r for r e movably engaging said groove.of said guide 
sleeve housing. 

1 1 . (Original) The instrument assembly of claim 1 0, wherein: 
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said central distractor tip includes a reduced height configuration whereby said upper and 
lower distraction surfaces are orientable away from vertebral endplates of a spinal disc space and 
said finger is not engaged to said guide sleeve housing; and 

said central distractor tip is rotatable to a distraction configuration from said reduced 
height configuration whereby said upper and lower distraction surfaces are orientable toward 
vertebral endplates of a spinal disc space and said finger is actuated and received in said groove 
thereby coupling said guide sleeve housing to said central distractor. 

12. (Currently amended) The instrument assembly of claim 1, wherein said guide sleeve housing 
is removably engageable to a housing inserter, said housing inserter including a finger, a shaft 
coupled to and extending proximallv from said finger, and an actuation handle coupled to a 
proximal end of s^d shaft- said finger being movable vrith sai d actuation handle to removably 
engage having on gotuatablo fingor pooitionablo to engag e said housing inserter to said guide 
sleeve housing. 

13. (Currently amended) The instrument assembly of claim 12, wherein said central distractor 
includes a shaft extending proximallv from said distractor tin and w herein said housing inserter 
and said guide sleeve housing are positionable oVer a proximal end of said shaft of said central 
distractor and movable therealong to position said guide sleeve housing in an operative position 
adjacent the spinal disc space. 

14. (Original) The instrument assembly of claim 1, wherein said central distractor is 
wdthdrawable from said guide sleeve housing. 

15. (Original) The instrument assenably of claim 1, fiirther comprising a guide sleeve engageable 
to said proximal portion of said guide sleeve housing. 

16. (Original) The instrument assembly of claim 1, wherein said first working channel port and 
said second working channel port of said guide sleeve housing are in communication with one 
another through said guide sleeve housing. 
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17. (Original) The instrument assembly of claim 1, wherein said guide sleeve housing includes a 
pair of lateral flanges extending distally therefrom on opposite lateral sides of said guide sleeve 
housing. 

18. (Original) The instrument assembly of claun 17, v^herein each of said lateral flanges has a 
non-distracting height between upper and lower surfaces thereof. 

19. (Currently amended) The instrument assembly of claim 1 , wherein when in an operative 
position said proximal portion of said guide sleeve housing includes a first width transverse to 
the spinal column axis and said distal portion includes a second width transverse to the spinal 
column axis, said first width being greater than said second width and said central distractor 
extends distallv from said distal portion . 

Claims 20-26 (Cancelled) 

27. (Currently amended) A spinal surgical instrument, comprising: 
a shaft; 

an engaging portion at a distal end of said shaft releasably engageable with a member 
positioned about said engaging portion, wherein said member is a guide sleeve housing defining 
first and second access ports therethrough for accessing a spinal disc space with said engaging 
portion removed therefrom - said guide sleeve housing including a proximal portion defining a 
proximal chamber and a distal portion defining said first a nd second access ports as a distal 
extension of said proximal chamber: , said qooodo porta beinR in communioation with one another 
and together defining a oubsstontiolly oval orooo oootional shape through said guide sl ee v e- hou s ing t 
and 

a distractor tip extending distally of said engaging portion, wherein said engaging portion is 
cnlar&cd and extends outwardlv from each of i noludofl an onlorgod configuration rolativo to said 
shaft and said distractor ti p> said enlarged configuration being sized an d shaped to fit in said 



Preliminary Amendment with RCE 
Serial No. 10/689,277 
Attorney Docket No. MSDI-269/PC545.02 
Page 5 of 13 



PAGE 10/18 ' RCVD AT 8/29/2007 12:01:20 PM [Eastern Dayltgtit Timel* 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-2/18 ' DNI8:2738300* CSID:317 638 0228 ' DURATION (mm-ss):O9-10 



08/29/07 WED 12:06 FAX 317 636 0228 Krleg DeVault IglOll 



proximal chamber with a close interfit to provide a ri gid assembly between said engaging portion 
and said guide sleeve housing . 

28. (Original) The instrument of claim 27, wherein said distractor tip is rotatable relative to said 
engaging portion between a distraction configuration and a reduced height configuration. 

29. (Original) The instrument of claim 28, wherein said distractor tip includes an upper distracting 
surface and an opposite lower distracting surface. 

30. (Original) The instrument of claim 29, wherein at least one of said upper and lower distracting 
surfaces includes a vertebral endplate engaging surface. 

31 . (Currently amended) The instrument of claim 27, wherein said engaging portion includes a 
receptacle formed therein a nd a finger movable ifite-fi»id-out of said receptacle to>et¥»feeft-an 
engagement position wherein said finger engag es said guide sleeve housing in said proximal 
chMnbg Lfor ongaging paid mombor popitionod about ooid engaging portion and wherein said 
fin per is movable to a release tK)sition into said receptacle to release said guide sleeve housing 
for roloading said memb e r f rom said engaging portion. 

32. (Currently amended) The instrument of claim 3 1 , wherein said distractor tip is rotatable 
relative to said engaging portion with said shaft, said distractor tip having a being movabl e 
botwoon Q distraction configuration which positions said fing er in said enpapement position and 
said distactor tip is rotatable from said distraction configurati on to a reduced height configuratiqn 
bv rotating said shaft relative to said engaging por tion, wherein rotation of said shaft also moves 
said finger to said release position. w hor e in said finger ongagoo paid mombor and a - r e duc e d 
height configurotion wherein ooid fing e r io rolooflod fi-om oaid member. 

Claim 33 (Cancelled) 
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34. (Previously presented) The instrument of claim 27, wherein said guide sleeve housing 
includes a pair of lateral flanges extending distally therefrom on opposite lateral sides of said 
guide sleeve housing. 

35. (Original) The instrument assembly of claim 34, wherein each of said lateral flanges has a 
non-distracting height between upper and lower surfaces thereof, 

36. (New) A spinal instrument assembly, comprising: 

a guide sleeve housing including a proximal portion and a distal portion, said proximal 
portion mcluding an inner wall defining a proximal chamber, said housing further including a 
first working channel port and a second working channel port extending through said distal 
portion in communication with one another and in communication with said proximal chamber, 
wherein said guide sleeve housing does not include a medial wall in said proximal chamber 
between first and second working channel ports; and 

a central distractor in said chamber of said guide sleeve housing, said central distractor 
including a distractor tip between said first and second working channel ports, said distractor tip 
includmg upper and lower distraction surfaces defining a distraction height therebetween to 
maintain distraction of a spinal disc space. 

37. (New) The assembly of claim 36, wherein said proximal portion includes an overall width 
between opposite lateral sides thereof that is less than an overall width between opposite lateral 
sides of said distal portion of said guide sleeve housing, and further wherein said guide sleeve 
housing includes a lip extending completely therearoxmd at the junction between said proximal 
portion and said distal portion to provide an external indication of the relative locations of the 
proximal and distal portions, and further wherein said central distractor extends distally &om 
said distal portion. 

38. (New) The assembly of claim 36, wherein said central distractor is removable firom said 
guide sleeve housing. 
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